
 

Dates to Remember 

 
Friday, March 28 

Soup Supper-Sponsored by Fraternity –followed by Stations of the Cross at 

7:00pm 

5:30 St. Austin’s 

SUNDAY, APRIL 13-Palm Sunday 

Fraternity Meeting 3pm at St. Austin's-Note time change 

SUNDAY, April 20—EastrDaylight Savings Time 

SUNDAY, March 16 

OFS MEETING 

2:00—St. Austin’s 
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COUNCIL MEETING 

WED. MAY 11—7:00 P.M.  

Tim & Tammy’s House 

 

SUNDAY,  MAY 15 

3:00 OFS MEETING  

ST. AUSTINS 

JUNE 3, 2016 - JUNE 5, 2016 

ANNUAL REGIONAL  

FRATERNITY MEETING 

MONDAY,  JUNE 13 

7:00 FEAST DAY MASS AND 

RECEPTION @ ST. AUSTINS 

QUINQUENNIAL—JUNE 30—

JULY 4th in St. Louis 

COUNCIL MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 @ 7:00  - 

Tim and Tammy’s house 

SUNDAY,  JUNE 19—NO 

3:00 OFS MEETING  

DUE TO FATHER’S DAY 

COUNCIL MEETING 

WEDNESDAY 7/6 @7:00 P.M.  

 

MONTHLY HIGHLIGHTS 

May Ongoing— Mona 

May Column—Tim 

May Liturgy– Carol 

May Treats— Miranda 

May Visitation—  Still have a 

need 

June Ongoing— none 

June Column—Mona 

June Liturgy– Feast Day Mass 

celebrated by  Fr. Steven 

McMichael, OFM 

June Treats— Reception—All 

June Visitation—  Kay and 

Mike 

 

APRIL ELECTIONS BRING A NEW COUNCIL: 

 New Council:  Maria, Minister; Ben, Vice Minister; Sue, Formation; Tammy, Secretary; 

Kathy, Treasurer and Barb, Member at Large. 

 

 

 Thank you to our past Council.  We say goodbye to Mona, Diana, Kay and Julie.  Thank 

you for your commitment to the fraternity and for your service.   

 We are looking to fill this position:  Infirmarian (Sunshine Lady).  Please see Maria or 

council member if you are interested. 

Spring Gathering at Little Falls for the 

Queen of Peace Region. 

 

We attended the Spring Gathering at the 

beautiful St. Francis Convent in Little 

Falls.  The retreat was hosted by San 

Damiano fraternity.  

 

We started our day with the Franciscan 

Morning Praise liturgy. Following that 

was a presentation by Fr. Steven  

McMichael, OFM on the Canticle of Crea-

tion written by St. Francis. Fr. Steve is a 

Professor of Medieval Theology at St. 

Thomas University and has a deep  

understanding of this period in time. He 

opened our minds to the depths of spir-

itual understanding Francis had and he 

spoke in easy and relatable ways about 

Francis and his experience of God in all 

created things but also in the Resurrect-

ed Kingdom. We also had a time to ask 

questions and to give our thoughts on 

this beloved text.  

Mass was celebrated by Fr. Steven and 

we were told that the doors to the Sa-

cred Heart Chapel have been designated 

as Holy Doors for the Year of Mercy.  

 

We had a wonderful lunch provided by 

the staff at the convent and visited with 

many of our Franciscan family in the 

Regional fraternity.  

 

After our afternoon session we picked 

up our silent auction gifts (my Mom 

bought her great granddaughter a pre-

cious angel music figurine) and headed 

home feeling blessed. 

 

Maria 

 

Editor’s Note:  Carol also submitted an 

article specifically about Frs. talk but I 

was not able to revise it for this month’s 

bulletin—watch for next month. 
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On Sunday, May 1, we were happy to have Tim & Kathy 

Taormina here for Election. The election went this 

way:  Minister:  Edith Foren, Vice Minister:  Bernie Bottema, 

Secretary:  Nancy Zach, Treasurer:  Kathryn Bartz, and Li-

brarian: Richard Johnson. 

We had our regular monthly meeting and then went to the 

Election. 

 

 

Our Fraternity will not be working at the Browns Valley 

150th Celebration as a group because most of us are  

working already for many other organizations.   

 

We will not be having our regular meeting in June because 

some of us will be at the Regional Meeting.  So this is the 

meeting we will not be having this year. 

 

Edith Foren, St. Anthony of Padua of Browns Valley 

 DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION FOR JUNE BULLETIN   

Friday, June 3rd if at all possible. 

 OFS MASSES scheduled for Saturday mornings will be 

rescheduled as there will not be a Saturday morning 

mass any longer.  Our 4/9 mass is rescheduled to June 

10. 

 The Regional Ministers retreat with visitation by NAFRA 

will take place the first weekend in June. Mona has 

agreed to participate as Maria’s delegate as Maria will 

be there participating in the role of the MN. Counselor.  

Please pray for a successful gathering/meeting. 

 Father Cyprian Mercieca, TOR, died on April 18, 2016 at 

St. Bernardine Monastery, Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 

at the age of 82.   

 HIGHLIGHTS FOR 2016: 

 St. Anthony of Padua Feast Day Mass Monday, June 

13th @ 7:00 p.m. @ St. Austin’s with a reception to fol-

low.  Please bring something to share for the reception.   

 There will NOT BE A MEETING ON SUNDAY, JUNE 19TH 

DUE TO IT BEING FATHER’S DAY 

 July Picnic July 17 @ Jane Lazor’s 

 St. Bridget’s Heart of the Northside Festival will be Sun-

day, June 5th. All are invited to attend  Starting with 

9:30 a.m. mass; brunch from 10:30—2:00, silent auc-

tions, games, outdoor food and entertainment, country 

store; drawing at 4:00 p.m. 

 

 

NEWS FROM BROWNS VALLEY—ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA FRATERNITY  

OTHER NEWS 

Franciscan Reflection on Pentecost by Fr. Steven Gross, 

A Pentecost Prayer and a Marian/Franciscan Reflection By Fr. Stephen Gross, CNSA Pres-

ident-in-Turn From Three Prayers by Oliver Clement + O Heavenly King, the Comforter, the 

Spirit of Truth, Who are everywhere and fill all things; Treasury of blessings and Giver of 

Life; Come and dwell in us, and cleanse us of every impurity, and save our souls O Good 

One! + The Holy Spirit, though He bears us up and gives us life, surrounding us like an 

atmosphere that is ready to penetrate the slightest fissure within our souls, cannot do so 

without our consent, our call/invitation. We must pray: Come! Veni Creator Spiritus!  

 

Creation exists only by the will, the love and the protection of God, Who, at the same time, 

is excluded by mankind from the heart of this creation – because that heart is man him-

self. We may then suggest that if creation has its abode within God, He cannot have His 

abode within creation, for man has retained, as it were, a perverted, luciferian guardian-

ship of the keys: he is able to close the universe off to God. And thus the forces of evil 

arise, paradoxically given substance. Mary gave a ‘city,’ a dwelling-place, back to God. 

She enabled Him to be incarnate within the heart of His own creation, as if to recreate it. One of the great teachers in the 

church said, “God created the world to find a mother.” Mankind welcomes its God through freedom, within Mary’s womb. 

Jesus has no stone upon which to lay His head, unless it be in the ‘marian’ love of those who welcome Him. The Spirit, 

from all eternity the abode of the Son, can make of each one of us Franciscans the abode of the incarnate Son, on one 

fundamental condition – that we pray, “Enlighten the darkness of my heart” and “Come and dwell in us, and cleanse us of 

every impurity.” (This ‘impurity of heart’ is likened to a tarnished mirror in need of cleaning and polishing.) We must pray 

for receptivity. Like an empty cup that is freely offered up. May we receive the flame of the Spirit Who descends to recre-

ate/renew us. May we become an interiorized Pentecost.  



 For the repose of Fr. Cyprian Mer-

cieca, TOR (4-18-16) 

 For Fr. Christopher Panagaplos, 

TOR and for Fr. Robert D’Aversa, 

TOR who  are dealing with health 

issues. 

 For Virginia who is dealing with 

AFIB and heart issues. 

 For Sharon’s son, David who has a 

blood clot in his lung.   

 For a donor liver for Kay Larson. 

 For  all of our aging  fraternity 

members as they deal with the 

difficulties of memory loss and 

health issues.  That the Lord give 

them grace and strength to deal 

with these issues. 

 For healing of Tammy’s knee after 

a second procedure. 

 For Kathy I., Herman who has a 

heart issue and lung problems, Jill 

and LaRayne and Joe as they 

struggle with their health. 

 In thanksgiving for the birth of 

Francis Robert son of  Emily and 

Christopher ’s (Julie’s grandchild) 

third child born on GG Carol’s 

birthday. 

 That God will put Destiny, Diana’s 

granddaughter back into a safe 

environment in the custody of her 

family.   

 For Michelle W. (Sue & Joe) as she 

graduates from high school and 

moves on to college. 

 For Ben’s cousin, Lisa who is just 

starting chemotherapy for stage 3 

breast cancer. 

 For Miranda’s father, John, for 

successful treatment in shrinking 

his cancerous tumor. 

 For the safety of those traveling to 

and the success of  annual Region-

al Meeting June 3—5 in Buffalo.   

TREASURER’S REPORT 

General Fund Balance as of  4/17/16    $  647.92  

April Collection                                  + 305.00 

March Expenses:    Stipends for Election  -100.00  

General Fund Balance 5/15/16  $852.92  

       Memorial Fund  +230.15 

                                     Total Balance as of  5/15/16  $ 1,083.07 

                                         PRAYER REQUESTS     

 

  

Please be mindful about  giving to the 

common fund as it is used to finance 

the many activities of our fraternity as 

well as support the Order.  

Prayer for Friars God of all,  You are the source of all hope to your 

children, and through the gift of your Son you have shown us how to 

call on You in our hour of need.   Hear our prayer this day. Bring peace 

to your Church, and resolution to the crisis which has come upon the 

Third Order Regular Franciscans, whom you have placed in our midst to 

minister to us. Protect our Parish communities in our time of need, and 

make whole the brokenness that has been caused by sin and evil. 

Keep our Pastors safe under Your protection and return them to us 

soon. 

 We make this prayer in the name of your only Son Jesus, whom you 

gave to us as an example of victory over sin and death, now and  

forever, Amen. 

Visitation Report:  On a beautiful sunny spring 

day, Tammy and I set out to visit LaRayne Theis in 

her and her husband, Joe's, beautiful home at St 

Therese in Brooklyn Park.. We greeted LaRayne 

with flowers and a pan of triple chocolate brown-

ies, courtesy of Tammy. Joe has his TV set to 

watch the comings and goings of the building so 

they could view our arrival. After a brief chat with 

Joe, he set off on his scooter to go visit other 

friends in the building while we sat for a nice chat 

to catch up with LaRayne. All in all, LaRayne has 

been doing well even though she has had varied 

health issues over the past year including  carpal 

tunnel pain in her right hand and wrist which make 

everything a bit harder to do with a brace on . Her 

greatest disappointment was giving up driving and 

the freedom that allowed her; we could totally em-

pathize with that. Even without a car, LaRayne and 

Joe manage to stay busy with many family, friend 

and church events. LaRayne gave us the full tour 

of her their home and it is a beautiful, comfy and 

efficient apartment. Over delicious brownies we 

shared with LaRayne all the fraternity news includ-

ing the results of the latest elections, news about 

St Bridget’s as well as the bulletin. Tammy and I 

were blessed with a lovely visit and LaRayne sends 

her thoughts and prayers to the fraternity who she 

misses. 

Mona  

 

Update on TOR Court Case  On Wednesday, April 27th, a Pennsyl-

vania judge ruled that Fr. Anthony, Fr. Robert and Fr. Giles will stand 

trial for their involvement in the supervision of Brother Stephen Baker.  

A trial date was not announced at the preliminary hearing, so it is un-

clear how long this process might take during that interim Fr. Anthony 

cannot serve as our Spiritual Assistant.  Please continue to pray for the 

Friars and the victims of Brother Baker. 



Secular Franciscan Order 

St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity 

c/o Tammy Wolney, OFS 

4418 Drew Avenue N. 

Robbinsdale, MN 55422 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary We Turn To You For Protection 

We turn to you for protection, 

holy Mother of God. 

Listen to our prayers 

and help us in our needs. 

( mention your special request ) 

Save us from every danger, 

glorious and blessed Virgin. 

Salutation Of The Blessed Virgin 

(by Saint Francis of Assisi ) 

Hail Holy Lady most holy Queen, 

Mary Mother of God. 

Chosen by the Father in heaven 

consecrated by Him. 

With His most beloved Son and 

Holy Spirit comforter, 

On you descended and still remains 

fullness of grace 

And every good. 

Hail His palace and His robe, 

Mary Mother of God. 

Hail His handmaid lowly and pure, 

Loving servant of the Lord. 

Hail holy virtues given by God 

to all the faithful in the world, 

So that no longer we faithless be, 

And may become the 

servants of the Lord. - AMEN 



CAROL WOLNEY’S CELEBRATION OF 50 YEARS AS AN OFS 
On May 7, 2016 the Fraternity of St. Anthony of Padua in North Minneapolis celebrated my Mom’s 50 years of servitude 

as a Secular Franciscan.  While the accolades and prayers at the mass were wonderful, and the prayers and well-wishes 

of those in attendance were greatly appreciated, that is not what made this day special for her.  The acknowledgement of 

her fellow Seculars, the food and fellowship that was shared, and the cards were a touching tribute as well.  But to me 

that is not what made the day special.  Father Matthew spoke to us at Mass about carrying Jesus in our hearts and how 

the Ascension should not make us look up, but rather look down around us.  There is where we see Jesus, not up in the 

air, but in those around us.  His homily spoke to the love my Mom has for her Jesus in her heart and her efforts to share it 

with those around her.  My Mom brought five (5) of her eight (8) children as well as her daughters from other mothers to 

the Franciscan way of life. Amazing!  It seems completely normal to all of us. She did not brainwash any of us nor use any 

special influence to get us to enter into this special community.  Of course, we would be Secular Franciscans!  She 

formed the Browns Valley, MN St. Anthony of Padua fraternity but it is not hers, and while it is dear to her as a labor of 

love, she knows it belongs to God and His church and the members there, and not to her.  These all seem to be a great 

accomplishments (and there are many more), but greater things than this are still ahead for her.  To me, that is what the 

day was about.  My mom always reminded us that Jesus requires us to take up our cross daily and follow Him.  If we stop 

and rest on our rewards, and take a moment to say, “I’ve done enough,” what we really have done is laid down our cross, 

and told Jesus we are done with him.  If there is one thing I have learned from my Mom’s life as a Secular Franciscan is 

to continually look to St. Francis, who when his life neared its end due to illness, said, “Let us begin again, for until now 

we have done nothing.”    The best acknowledgement we can give our sister who has served the Secular Franciscan Or-

der is to share the love that Francis had for Jesus with others.  Thank you for your example of the Franciscan life, Mom.   

The perfection in your example for us is that no one can say “I can’t do that.”  Sure, you can! 

Tim Wolney, OFS 

Ediitor’s Note:  There were 8 local fraternities represented at this celebration. 

 

 

 

Carol pictured with her grandkids who attended mass 

and the reception. 

 

THANK YOU FROM CAROL   I wish to thank the fra-

ternity for your part in my 'journey' and in coming on Satur-

day .  I was very humbled and moved in your response to 

the invitation and really wanted this celebration to be a 

witness to the Community of St. Bridget that there are 

Franciscans—everywhere!  (And, more importantly, right 

here at St. Bridget’s/St. Austin’s campus.  Secular Francis-

cans seems to be a well-kept secret and hopefully this will 

change.   

 


